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“The Pentagon Papers”
went on sale here yesterday

with the government lining
up as one of the biggest buy-
ers of the once-secret docu-
ments.

The Pentagon and the
CIA ordered nearly 100 cop-

_ies of the paperback beok,
azecording to the Washington !

" distributor and local book-
sellers.

The pubhshm of the news-
paper series originally
printed in The '\'c'w York
Times said the Navy or-
dered 2,000 more books di-
rect from the printing plant.

“It's only been on sale for
a few hours and it's already
in a league with ‘The
French Lieutenant’s
Woman' and ‘The Gang Tuat

© Couldn’t Shoot Straight. ”

said Ken Terhune of Dis-
trict News Ca., the Vashinﬁ-
ton-area distr 1buLox

In New York, at the head-
gquarters of the book’s pub-
lisher, Bantam Books, Inc,
there was even more enthu-
siasm. Brisk orders from Eu-
rope, especially West Ger-
many, the publishing house

‘ ‘said,, are even outdistancing:
. ¢*BEverything You Always

Wanted to Xnow About
Sex,” at least in ¥nglish.
Trucks for the Washing-
ton distributor began pick-
m" up their first order of
2,500 copies at Dulles Inter-
natvonal Afrport at 3 a.m. BY
midalternoon, Terhune said,

. they were all on the book-

racks with another batci of
23,000 on the way.

“As far as a New York
Tiraes book goes,” he said,
“it’s far better than any-
thing we've ever handled.”

The CIA ordered 23 copies

Close to 1,000 more went on
sale at shops in the Penta-
gon, including the news-
stand where' Secretary of
Defense Melvin R. Laird’s
office asked for “about 20"
copws and other defense

direct from Distriet News.’

agencies ordered some 30

more, . Appr‘oved For Release 2004/1 0/13 CIA- RDP88 01350R000200260008 8

markable,” sald Fsther Mar-

where executives had ini-

N7 i \\j‘ Yy | tial ntemplated a first
8 : X y c¢o p
@KB_ ‘E‘\q]-_ﬂ@j, Ei_} &} g printing of 175,000. Instead,

they settled on 300,000 and
yesterday "afternoon decided

50,000.

The first of the $2.23 pap-
erback editions bhegan roll-
ing off the presses at Ban-
tam’s Chicago plant only
Wednesday night.

Margolis said, ‘has been ex-
traordinarily high. In West
Germany, we got orders for
15,000, That's the bhighest
ever for a Bantam book
there, including ‘Everything
You Always Wanted to
Know About Sex, ‘Valley of
the Dolls) and ‘Portnoy’s
Complaint.” ”

for sale at armed forces PX
stores in Europe and the
U.S. Information Agency
put in for 230, presumably
for its libraries avound the
world.

On the level of just plain
readers, Terhune said that

bookships and department
stores reported selling as
many as 100 copies of the se-
eret Vietnam war history
within an hour or two.

But some were blase. “It’s
just a compilation of altlclea
from The New York Times.”
said a spokesman for the So-
viet embassy. *I don't sce

now.” Of the CIA’s order, he
said with a chuckle, “Alaybe
they have more money than
we have.”

from Saigon. “We have a
distributor in South Viet-
nam,” she réported, “but our
export department cabled
him yesterday for the third
time. We haven’t gotten any
answer yet, which is sort of
unusyal.” 0

Te1t’s veally beefl quite res

golis of Bantam Books,

on a seeond printing of

“Foreign interest," Miss

Stars and Stripes, she’
added, ordered 2,000 copics,

some of Washinzton’s larger:

the necessity of buying it

There was also, Miss Mar-
golis said, a strange silence:
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